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Our School Learning Story:  

Arrow Heights Elementary currently has 189 students, 16 teaching staff and 10 support 

staff. Our school has a rich tradition of excelling at academics, athletics and maintains a 

high standard of personal and social responsibility through our CARES school wide 

program. We are a close-knit community who learns together and who believes that 

learning should be inclusive, equitable, fun, and challenging all at the same time. We are 

coming out of the pandemic unified and have been resilient in our approach to teaching 

and learning. As we look ahead, we will embrace new learning together. 

 

 

Scanning: (What do we, as staff and community, know about our 

students – their successes and challenges? What’s going on for them?)  

• Students have been resilient in their learning despite the challenges of the 

pandemic. 

• However, students can sometimes find persevering challenging and we still see 

worries and anxieties coming through. 

• Our students have strong basic literacy and numeracy skills. Our focus areas from 

last year certainly demonstrated growth and needed for us to move the learning 

forward into other areas. 

• Students are better able to tell us what they are learning, though greater emphasis 

continues to need to be placed on AFL and noticing, naming, and nurturing the 

CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES and promoting more independent and reflective 

thinking. 

 

 

 



Focus: (From what we know, what is the most important work we can do 

to improve the success for our students? What key area of learning will we 
focus on?)  

• We will focus on students’ mental health with an emphasis on managing worries 

and anxieties and creating inclusive, connected , equitable learning communities 

that promote perseverance, and  emphasize First Peoples Principles of Learning.  

• We will take a collaborative approach to teaching the reading of text by focusing 

on INFERRING for primary to make meaning and TRANSFORMATION, synthesizing 

ideas from variety of sources to build understanding for intermediates. 

• Taking a collaborative approach to teaching writing of text focusing on 

ORGANIZATION for primary and SENTENCE FLUENCY/STYLE, creating engaging 

and meaningful literary and informational texts for a variety of purposes and 

audiences. 

• Taking a collaborative approach to teaching numeracy focusing on conceptual 

understanding. A more direct concentration will be on using MATH IN REAL 

WORLD CONTEXTS. (Financial & Data Literacy) 

Question: (State what our driving question will be)  

If we take a collaborative, NOTICE, NAME, NURTURE approach to skill development 
(curricular competencies and core competencies), will we move learning forward and 
create a more inclusive, equitable learning experience  for our students along with a 
general increase in students’ sense of ownership and  confidence  in themselves as 
learners? 

 

Hunch: (What is leading to this situation for our learners?)  

Students are in need of further social emotional learning focused on the First Peoples 
Principles of Learning.  This will support all other learning. In literacy, we find that  when 
the students are reading non-fiction and then sharing their ideas and information through 
writing, they tend to struggle with extracting and synthesizing that information. In 
numeracy, students also tend to be able to do the math in isolation but when faced with 
multi step real world tasks they then find that more of a challenge. The theme of making 
the learning relevant to real world and applicable across all curricular areas is something 
that requires our attention. 



Professional Learning: (Summarize the new areas for professional 

learning and how we will go about designing new learning for ourselves 
and our staff that will impact our learners) 

Reading:  Reading Power- Adrienne Gear 

Writing:   Powerful Writing- Adrienne Gear, Write Traits 

Numeracy:  First Steps in Math diagnostics, BC Numeracy Network. You-cubed 

Social Emotional: EASE, Zones of Regulation 

Assessment, Inclusion, Equity Sandra Herbst, Shelley Moore, Kevin Lamoureux 

 
 

Taking Action: (Describe the actions that we propose to take related 

to our goals. What will we do more of, less of, or do differently to improve 
outcomes for our students?) 

• Mental Health emphasis on managing worries and anxiety. “Ensouling our 
schools” through our Mental Health lead position. 

• Use the Adrienne Gear framework and the write traits and continue to share at 
collaboration  

• Use the resources from BC Numeracy Network, Youcubed to incorporate more 
real-life math activities  

• Focus on great assessment for learning strategies and self-reflection with our 
students  

• Using learning support time and collaboration to work together on best 
practice and high yield routines and frameworks 

  

Checking: (Describe how you will know what we are doing works and 

that we have made a difference for our students? What are we using as our 
baseline evidence? How will we respond if we see no changes?)  

Reading: PM Benchmarks and Whole Class Reading Assessment, FSA 

Writing: School wide write using BC performance standards, FSA 

Numeracy: First steps in Math diagnostics tasks, Island Numeracy Assessment ,FSA 

Social Emotional:  MDI, Provincial Learning Surveys   



 


