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May 26, 2020 
 
Dear AHE Families, 
 
We hope your family is healthy and well.  Your support throughout these last few months is much appreciated.  We 
know things have been stressful, and we thank you for supporting the remote learning opportunities our staff have 
prepared for your children.   
 
We are currently in Stage 4 of the Ministry of Education’s measured approach to phasing in a return to learning in 
classrooms no later than June 1.  When students return to in-class instruction for parents who have chosen this 
option, we will move to Stage 3.  This will include in-class learning for students in Kindergarten to Grade 5 (2 days per 
week) and Grade 6 and 7 (2 mornings per week), as well as remote learning for some students.  When in-class 
instruction resumes, remote learning and in-school instruction will look different. 
 
Students NOT returning to classes: 
Home learning options will continue through to the end of the school year.  However, it is important to note that 
this service may look different than it has since spring break.   

• Teachers will be working four days a week with students in the classroom, and thus, their availability for 
direct access (through email, phone, and Teams) will be limited during that time.  

• Teachers will continue to provide weekly overviews as they have been doing (by email, webpages, or Teams) 
with weekly activities for students.  This work, however, will be mostly self- or parent-guided. 

• Teachers will be available for check-ins and to answer support questions on Fridays. Additional contact from 
support staff may be available for remote learning. 

 
 
Students returning to classes June 1: 
Teachers have already confirmed with families intending to have their children return to on site instruction from 8:30 
am-2:30 pm, beginning on June 1 two days per week.  For the majority of students, the alpha order A-L is Monday 
and Tuesday and M-Z is  Wednesday and Thursday.  As in the past, if your child is not attending school, please call the 
school to report your child’s absence for the day, as we will be expecting them otherwise.  If your child arrives LATE 
at school, report to the classroom and the classroom teacher will inform the office of your child's safe arrival.  
Parents do NOT need to accompany their child into the main building at any time. 
 
Thank you in advance for reading through the protocols we have in place, before bringing your child back to school. 

 
Safety Focus 

 
1. Staying 

home when 
ill 

 
 
 
 
 
 

K-12 schools in BC are gradually resuming regular operations with control measures including: 
 
1. Staying home when ill 
Answer the following questions before ‘drop off.’  If both are ‘no’ answers, entry to the site will 
be allowed: 

• Does the student/person requesting entry have any of the following symptoms: fever, 
cough, chest pain, shortness of breath, painful swallowing, chills, loss of sense of smell, 
runny nose, nausea, diarrhea, and headache? 

• Is anyone in the household of the person requesting entry required to be self-isolating? 

• If person is presenting baseline symptoms such as seasonal allergies, contact the 
Principal for further guidance. 



2. Physical 
Distancing, 
Reduce 
physical 
contact 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Hand 
Washing 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4. Sharing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Frequent 
cleaning 

 
 

 
 

2. Physical distancing 
 

• Reduced class size (maximum half of current class size). 

• Students will have more separated workspaces when inside the classroom space 

• The BCCDC (May 15, 2020) stated, “For younger children, maintaining physical distance is 

less practical, and the focus should be on minimizing physical contact instead.” 

• We must practice physical distancing guidelines as best we can while we learn and play  
together. 

 

 
 

3. Hand washing 

• Routine frequent hand washing for 20 sec. with soap and water (enter, exit, eating, 
break times, dismissal)  

o keeping hands away from face, eyes, nose and mouth 
o hand sanitizer stations will be clearly marked 

 
 

4. No sharing of supplies/equipment 
 
The practice of sharing of personal items (pens, paper, food, phones, toys, play equipment) will 
not be permitted.  Water fountains have been disabled, except for the water bottle filler in the 
main hall.  All items (backpack, lunch, supplies) will be kept at the student’s desk.  If available, 
school technology devices may be used by students, although there may be a limited number of 
devices available at the school.   
 
 
5. Frequent cleaning 
 
There will be custodial staff on-site mid-day for regular general cleaning and disinfecting of the 
premises – will occur at least once a day, and frequently touched surfaces are cleaned and 
disinfected at least twice a day. 

• The classroom areas will be cleaned each day. 

• Technology device cleaning will be performed by staff, not the students. 
 

Arrival Staggered entrance between 8:25 – 8:35 am  (No drop-offs before 8:25, please.) 
Students need to report to their regular classroom door entry.  There will be some changes 
including chalk spacing markings at the door and teachers will be outside to guide students. 
 

• Primary families are welcomed to wait in the line-ups outside until the child is welcomed 
(please model appropriate physical distancing) 

• Doors will be propped open for entry 

• Bike racks will be available but students will have to stagger “park” their bikes and will 
access them on a staggered basis as well. 

 

Lunch, 
Outside Time and 

Recess 

There will be increased time outside for students. 
Physical distancing will be expected with “hands-to-self” expectations emphasized: 

• Students will wash their hands before they eat and after they eat 

• Students will go outside for supervised play during the regular recess 10:00- 10:20.  

• Eating time will start at 12:00 pm. Outside supervised lunch time will be from 12:25-1:15 

• Certain field space will be assigned to various groupings to ensure that students spread 
out while playing. 

• Playground structures in conjunction with our local municipality will be open when the 
city opens their parks. A schedule by grade groupings will be used to limit numbers. 

• Teachers will supervise their own students at any other outside time. 

 

http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/


Dismissal Staggered exit between 2:20 and 2:30 
 

• Students will not be allowed to ‘stay and play’ after dismissal. 

• We encourage parents with older students to have a pre-determined meeting site to 
avoid any congestion. 

• Doors will be propped open for exit 

Supplies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast Program 
 
 
 

Personal Protective 
Equipment 

Please send your child each day with: 
 

• A full water bottle (school water fountains will be closed) 

• Suitable, healthy snacks and lunch 

• Clothing appropriate for the weather 

• Indoor shoes 

• The class supplies that your teacher will ask you to bring back via email 

• Please DO NOT send personal belongings like toys, trading cards, etc., from home. 

• Please send as little as possible as storage is limited 

• Lockers will not be in use during this time 
 

 

The program will continue in a changed format. Snacks will be provided to each class to avoid 
large gatherings. 
 
 

Currently, non-medical masks are not required to be worn by asymptomatic staff and students; 
however, asymptomatic staff and students choosing to wear their own non-medical mask while 
at school will not be discouraged from doing so.   

 
Family Engagement and Considerations: 
 
We fully value families as partners in children’s education.  Given the unique circumstance, we ask that 
parents/guardians continue to be involved, but support us by honouring the following expectations: 

❖ Our school building will remain CLOSED to parents for the health and safety of all. 
o Parents/guardians will NOT be invited into the building unless under extenuating circumstances 
o Most doors will remain locked throughout the day 

❖ Primary families are welcomed to wait in the line-ups outside until the child is welcomed (please model 
appropriate physical distancing while waiting for or dropping off your child(ren)) 

❖ ALL communication with teachers or the office should be through email or telephone 
❖ If you need to drop-off late or pick-up early, please alert the classroom teacher in advance.  This may include 

calling the office to confirm safe arrival or early pick-up. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  We want the return to school to feel welcoming and fun for our students. We will be making every 
attempt at giving students as normal an experience as possible under these new guidelines. We will be also making 
every effort to keep our school clean and safe - including specific teaching to students about safety protocols and 
expectations for safe behaviour and physical distancing.   
 
We value our partnership with families and invite your feedback as we work together to plan for a safe return.  At 
AHE, we appreciate caring, responsibility, kindness and community.  This is an exceptional opportunity to model 
these values, in harmony, and plan for a safe and supportive end of the school year for all students. We are 
incredibly grateful for the support that has been shown by all of our AHE families through this unique set of 
circumstances.  If you have any questions at all, please contact us at 250-837- 6360. 
 
Stay healthy and safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rita Tedesco (Principal) and the AHE staff 


