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Our School  Learning Story: Arrow Heights Elementary currently 

has 175 students, 14 teaching staff and 8 support staff. Our school has a rich 
tradition of excelling at academics, athletics and maintains a high standard of 
personal and social responsibility through our CARES school wide program. 
We are a close knit community who learns together and who believes that 
learning should be inclusive, fun, and challenging all at the same time. 

 

Scanning: (What do we, as staff and community, know about our 

students – their successes and challenges? What’s going on for them?)  

• We are being more explicit in sharing big ideas, competencies and 
doing more self-assessment 

• Students are better able to tell us what they are learning 

• Students struggle with the “why” of what they are learning 

• Students also struggle with perseverance, independent thinking and 
the belief in one’s capabilities as being on a growth continuous 

Focus: (From what we know, what is the most important work we can do 

to improve the success for our students? What key area of learning will we 
focus on?)  

• We will continue to foster growth mindsets and positive self-concept 
in students using common language. 

• We will take an Assessment for Learning approach, encouraging 
students to take ownership of their learning and therefore become 
stronger meta-cognitive thinkers. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to teaching reading 
comprehension focusing on thinking by cross checking for primary 
and finding the main idea and inferring for intermediates. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to teaching writing focusing on 
main idea and supporting details for primary and organization and 
style(voice) for intermediates. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to teaching numeracy focusing 
on building thinking classrooms where the emphasis is on conceptual 
knowledge rather than procedural. A more direct concentration will 



be on partitioning (ways to make) in early grades, leading to multiples 
and multiplicative thinking in the upper grades. 

Question: (State what our driving question will be)  

If we take a collaborative approach to teaching and learning, transparently 
sharing common strategies and language, will our students be able to 
deepen their understanding and be able to communicate it more effectively, 
whilst developing healthier self-concepts and become OWNERS of their 
learning? 

 

Hunch: (What is leading to this situation for our learners?)  

It can be challenging for students to understand what is expected of them as 
they move from grade level to level. Increasing consistency and common 
language and assessment for learning strategies should help students to 
develop greater confidence in themselves and a better understanding of 
what healthy thinkers and good THINKING (both cognitively and meta 
cognitively) readers, writers, and mathematicians are able to do at each level 
and foster the belief that they can “grow” their skills. 

________________________________________________________________

New Professional Learning: (Summarize the new areas for 

professional learning and how we will go about designing new learning for 
ourselves and our staff that will impact our learners) 

Health and Well-being: Growth Mindset- Carol Dueck  

Reading:  - Adrienne Gear (Powerful Understanding) (Fiction and Non Fiction) 

Writing:   6+1 Writing Traits- Ruth Culham 

Numeracy:  BC numeracy tasks, number talks,  Building thinking classrooms- 
Peter Liljdahl – First Steps in Math diagnostic tasks 

Assessment- Sandra Herbst- Assessment for Learning 

 



Taking Action: (Describe the actions that we propose to take related 

to our goals. What will we do more of, less of, or do differently to improve 
outcomes for our students?) 

• Use the write traits kits and continue to share at collaboration  

• Try team teaching lessons in reading, writing and math in relation to 
the focus 

• Continue emphasis on perseverance and growth mindset in assemblies 
and developing as thinkers and meta-cognitive thinkers 

• Focus on great assessment for learning strategies with our students 

• Using learning support time to work collaboratively 

• Converting reading buddies to learning buddies and encouraging other 
focus areas 

Checking: (Describe how you will know what we are doing works and 

that we have made a difference for our students? What are we using as our 
baseline evidence? How will we respond if we see no changes?)  

Baseline evidence 

Health and Well-being:  MDI,  Provincial Learning Surveys    

Reading: PM Benchmarks and Whole Class Reading Assessment , FSA 

Writing: School wide write using BC performance standards,  FSA 

Numeracy: First steps in Math diagnostics tasks, Pilot the new Island Math 
Assessment(when available) 

 

RESULTS: stay tuned… 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numer acy Focus: 

We will take a collaborative approach to 

 focusing on building thinking 

classrooms where the emphasis is on 

conceptual knowledge rather than 

procedural. For primaries, we will grow our 

skills in partitioning (ways to make) and for 

intermediates in multiplicative thinking. 

Wr it ing Focus: 

We will take a collaborative 

approach to focusing on 

growing our skills in  and 

 for primary and 

 and  for 

intermediates. 
 

Reading Focus: 

We will take a collaborative approach 

to  by:  
• Focusing on growing our accuracy 

strategies for primary. 

• Developing strategies for finding main 

idea in non-fiction for intermediates.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 


