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Introduction 

Arrow Heights Elementary has experienced a 
positive year of learning with some notable 
changes to our learning community. We 
continue to grow in number and this past year 
we increased to seven divisions with a 
population of 146 students. We continue to 
foster a school climate that emphasizes 
CARING and 
being good 
citizens that 
help and 
support each 
other. 

.  

AHE School Mission Statement 

In a safe, caring, supportive, and non-
discriminatory environment, the Arrow Heights 
Elementary School community encourages all 
students to strive for personal success in the 
progression of their social responsibility, 
intellectual development, and emotional 
growth for life-long learning.  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AHE Code of Conduct 

This year we have started the conversation of fine tuning Our Code 
of Conduct so that it better conveys the learning that helps guide 
our school towards achieving the goals described in our mission 
statement. Each day, we share the Focus of the Week that 
emphasizes the behaviour and actions that we are trying to 
promote in our school. We continue to focus our efforts on 
promoting positive behaviours and giving students opportunities 
to be successful not just in their learning but in their actions as 
community members of our school. 

SECTION 1: SCHOOL VALUES



 

 

 3

SECTION 1: SCHOOL VALUES CON’T

AHE staff 
Mme. Tedesco, Principal                    

Ms. Tedesco, Kindergarten 
Mrs. Macleod, Ms. Mortell-Leblanc ,  Gr.1                             

Ms. Maitland, Gr. 2/3 
Mrs. Uremovich, Ms. Lacroix Gr. 2/3 
Mrs. Thompson, Ms. Lacroix,  Gr. 4/5                                                              

Mrs. Gadbois , Gr. 5/6 
Ms. Johnson,   Gr. 6/7                                                                   

 Mrs. Draboczi , Library, prep 
Mrs. Just,   Learning Support                                                                     

Mr Redding, Music 
Ms. Penner,  Speech & Language 

Mr. Borthwick, Counsellor 
Mrs. Rollo Secretary/Library clerk 

Mrs. Madlung, Mrs Reed,  Mrs Jones, Mrs. Nothstein 
EA’s 

Mrs. Stewardson,  Ab Ed 
Mr Hill, Custodian

SECTION 2: OUR CLASSES  



Classes 
Arrow Heights has continued to grow, literally and figuratively speaking. Arrow Heights is all about 
community. We have dedicated staff who put student needs first and who value the relationship 
with their students and parents. Our school is grouped into 7 multi-grade classes. We continue the 
tradition of creating an environment where kids of all ages work together and play together. 
Classes were created taking into consideration academic, social emotional needs and in ways that 
maximized learning support and made it available to students who require it. Teaching staff makes 
a great effort to promote buddy classes fostering an environment where older students take 
leadership roles and younger students feel comfortable and a sense of belonging in all areas of the 
school. We also have active involvement in Aboriginal Education with students eagerly 
participating each week in activities. 
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SECTION 2: OUR CLASSES CON'T 

Last printed 01/05/2018 1:33:00 AM 

 
Arrow Heights Elementary 

Elementary Class Size & Composition 
2017-2018  

 
 
 

Class K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

K 15        15 

1  20       20 

2/3M   8 13     21 

2/3U   8 12     20 

4/5     19 5   24 

5/6      16 8  24 

6/7       11 11 22 

Head 
Count 15 20 16 25 19 21 19 11 146 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 5

SECTION 3: STUDENT LEARNING AND FOCUS GOALS

This current school year,  we have begun the work of creating a framework at the school where we use existing 
and new assessments to drive both our instruction and create our focus. This type of approach takes time to 

develop and a deep understanding of teaching and learning. Together with students, we have experienced 
much growth. Teachers have worked extremely hard at making their teaching and hence the learning of revised 

curriculum more explicit. It is not uncommon for each class to have its Big Ideas, Curricular and Core 
Competencies posted in the room. This very action brings to light the changes in curriculum and helps students 

to understand just how we are beginning to “revise” the way we instruct and learn to meet the diverse needs 
of our learners.   Our year began by every class having the opportunity to assess reading fluency and 

comprehension, writing and numeracy skills. As well, we have considered the social emotional part of learning 
by our use of the MDI and Learning Surveys which convey important information as well. Using these common 

assessments, we analyzed and created part of our inquiry that you see below. The spirals of inquiry is a 
framework of action research where we ask meaningful questions of ourselves as educators and of our students 

so that we can focus on the learning that is needed. As learning is a continuous process, our inquiry will 
continue into the next year as it evolves and changes. This is indeed an area in which we have much more work 

to do.  Ultimately, it is our primary goal to create learners who are connected, engaged, who take ownership of 
their learning and who see themselves as life long learners. Our move to full school student-led conferences as 

a way of promoting many of these ideals to which we aspire has been received by parents with strong support. 
We see our parents as an important part of the team and have worked hard to communicate student learning in 

such a way that emphasizes growth over time and the notion that students are working at their own pace. Here 
are some highlights of unique projects this year: 

Kindergarten      Kindergarten has increased its integration of technology by using the IPADS to create 
personal stories. Other highlights this year include collaboration with the Art class at the high school, where 

students worked together to create pottery.  

Grade 1    Grade 1 has connected with Wildland Wonders to create an outdoor learning space in nature, 

particularly to support a section of the science curriculum. This particular switch, at such an early age, promotes 
and supports healthy learning initiatives and the concept of place-based learning.        

Grade 2/3        Grade 2/3 continues to explore revised curriculum and has taken on studying salmon, with trips 
to Enderby and Fish fest where they study life cycles and learn the importance of connecting to nature as well. 

Our Grade 2/3’s have also been involved in an exciting PEN PAL project with Grade 2/3 at CPE.  

Grade 4/5   Grade 4/5 has taken on the meaningful work of inter-generational learning through partnership 

with Mt. Cartier Court. Not only do students work on the garden with the seniors, but they have expanded their 
learning by teaching seniors about technology and having seniors teach them about history and much more.  

Grade 5/6 & 6/7     Grade 5/6 and 6/7 took on two exciting projects this year, combining with Artstarts to take 
on the bird project that sees integration of art and science to develop skills in a variety of areas. As well the 

Beyond recycling program has also given students an important perspective about our environment. 
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FOCUS GOALS USING THE SPIRALS 
OF INQUIRY 
Scanning: (What do we, as staff and community, 
know about our students – their successes and 
challenges? What’s going on for them?)  

• We are being more explicit in sharing big ideas, 
competencies and doing more self-assessment 

• Students are better able to tell us what they are 
learning 

• Students struggle with the “why” of what they 
are learning 

• Students also struggle with perseverance and the 
belief in one’s capabilities as being on a growth 
continuum 

Focus: (From what we know, what is the most 
important work we can do to improve the 
success for our students? What key area of 
learning will we focus on?)  

• We will continue to foster growth mindsets and 
positive self-concept in students using common 
language. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to reading 
comprehension focusing on questioning/
retelling for primary and questioning/inferring 
for intermediates. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to writing 
focusing on generating ideas for primary and 
form/organization for intermediates. 

• We will take a collaborative approach to 
numeracy focusing on place value and 
developing better number sense through use 
of number lines in primary and intermediate. 

Hunch: (What is leading to this situation for our 
learners?)  
The lack of consistent language and a common school 
focus makes it more challenging for students to 
understand what is expected of them as they move from 
grade level to level. Increasing consistency and common 
language and strategies should help students to 
develop greater confidence in themselves and a better 
understanding of what healthy thinkers and good 
readers, writers, and mathematicians are able to do at 
each level and foster the belief that they can “grow” 
their skills.

New Professional Learning: (Summarize the new 
areas for professional learning) 
Health and Well-being: Growth Mindset- Carol Dueck 
and Jo Boaler 

Reading:  Non-fiction writing power- Adrienne Gear 

Writing:   6+1 Writing Traits- Ruth Culham 

Numeracy:  BC numeracy tasks, number talks, Number 
sense,   Building thinking classrooms- Peter Liljedahl 

Taking Action: (Describe the actions that we propose to take related to our inquiry. What will we 
do more of, less of, or do differently to improve outcomes for your students?) 

• Begin using the write traits kits and sharing at collaboration 

• Try team teaching/planning lessons in reading and math in relation to the focus 

• Continue emphasis on perseverance, optimism and growth mindset in assemblies 

• Using learning support time to work collaboratively 

•   Converting reading buddies to learning buddies and encouraging other focus areas

Question: (What will be our driving question?)  
If we take a collaborative approach to teaching and 
learning, sharing common strategies and language, 
will our students be able to deepen their 
understanding and be able to communicate it more 
effectively, whilst developing healthier self-concepts as 
learners? 
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Checking: (Have we made enough of a difference?) 
Baseline evidence
Health and Well-being:  MDI,  Provincial Learning Surveys  
Reading: PM Benchmarks and Whole Class Reading Assessment
Writing: School wide write using BC performance standards 
Numeracy: SNAP math assessment 

RESULTS:

15%

50%

27%

8%

EXTENDING ACHIEVING
DEVELOPING BEGINNING

PM BENCHMARK GRADE 1-3 READING 
COMPREHENSION 

8%

36%
45%

10%

EXTENDING ACHIEVING
DEVELOPING BEGINNING

SCHOOL WIDE WRITE- PERSONAL 
NARRATIVE WRITING- K-7

10%

24%

64%

1%

EXTENDING ACHIEVING
DEVELOPING BEGINNING

SNAP MATH NUMERACY ASSESSMENT-
NUMBER SENSE- Gr 2-7

K LITERACY ASSESSMENT-LETTERS 

7%
20%

47%

27%

EXTENDING ACHIEVING
DEVELOPING BEGINNING
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Literacy (Reading): 

When we are considering early literacy results, our Fall data showed us that in reading, our focus 
needs to lean towards reading comprehension strategies. Our students are reading at a  high 
fluency level. There is a small percentage that requires early literacy support which we provide 
through our learning support team. However, the act of reading words/text (decoding) is strong 
overall. As students make their way through the levels, decoding becomes less the focus as they 
are no longer learning to read but rather reading to learn. Focusing on reading comprehension is 
extremely important as it is our main goal to develop students who are confident, independent 
readers who not only can read fluently, but who can question, make inferences,  and synthesize 
their reading and thus transfer that learning  to other curricular areas. As our data only represents 
the Fall, we look forward to seeing what our Spring data will reveal about the progress made for 
our students.  

Literacy (Writing): 

This year we all embarked on a school wide write, where teachers had a chance to use the BC 
performance standards as a standard measure for assessing student writing. Our focus was on the 
personal narrative as it is the category of writing which is the most common to all levels. From this 
write, a focus for students’ development was created in primary and intermediate. Classes use a 
variety of writing programs /frameworks such as the Daily 5 and Writer's Workshop to encourage 
students to develop their skills as proficient writers. We also embarked on supplementing our 
work with the Write Traits program which emphasizes the key traits of good writing. The goal is to 
create common language among all students in writing and encourage the development of these 
skills on the continuum. As our data also only represents this past Fall, we are curious to see what 
an explicit focus would create and if we see improvement for our writers in the designated area.  

Numeracy: 

This year we piloted a Math assessment called the SNAP from School District #33 as a means of 
extracting information regarding our Grade 2-7 learners in numeracy. This assessment was 
intended to measure students' number sense, encompassing a number of short tasks. What came 
through the Fall assessment as a whole was the need to focus on place value and spatial 
awareness as represented through the use of the number line. What seems a simple concept, can 
reveal much about the way our learners think about numbers and their relation to one another. 
This is a growing area for students and staff as we explore ways to think of math in terms of 
numeracy and creating numerate thinkers who can think critically, persevere, and who can 
develop a deeper understanding of number in application rather than only mastering a series of 
algorithms. 
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MDI GRADE 4 2017/2018 

MDI GRADE 7 2017/2018 
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Graphed Results for Grade 4 Student Learning Survey
Unofficial Results (Electronic Only)

  Arrow Heights Elementary
  District

Have you ever posted negative/mean comments about other students on social media?

Never 93%
96%

1 - 2 times 7%
4%

2 - 4 times 0%
0%

More than 4 times 0%
0%

Has someone ever posted negative/mean comments about you on social media?

Never 93%
93%

1 - 2 times 7%
7%

2 - 4 times 0%
0%

More than 4 times 0%
0%

Are there students you trust and respect in the school?

0 0%
0%

1 7%
11%

2 0%
7%

3 or more 93%
81%

How would you rate your mental health? (feeling you are able to manage stress and your emotions)

Excellent 29%
27%

Good 64%
54%

Fair 0%
8%

Poor 7%
12%

Is your use of electronic devices (cell phone, tablet, laptop, gaming, etc.) impacting your ability to get a good
night's sleep on school nights (8 hours)?

Never 64%
44%

Rarely (1 night a month) 29%
37%

Sometimes (1 night a week) 0%
15%

All of the time (more than 2 times a week) 7%
4%

On school nights how much screen time do you use (cell phones, tablets, TV, etc)?

None 0%
7%

Less than 1 hour 67%
43%

1 - 2 hours 27%
36%

More than 2 hours 7%
14%

I like to eat peas.

Strongly disagree 6%
3%

Graphed Results for Grade 7 Student Learning Survey
Unofficial Results (Electronic Only)

  Arrow Heights Elementary
  District

At school, are you told about possible learning experiences in your community?

At No Time 0%
2%

Few Times 10%
12%

Sometimes 40%
40%

Many Times 50%
36%

All of the Time 0%
6%

Don't know 0%
4%

Does your school offer enough variety of extra-curricular activities? (for example, sports or other activities
that you do after school)

Strongly disagree 0%
4%

Disagree 30%
6%

Neither agree nor disagree 10%
10%

Agree 50%
52%

Strongly agree 10%
26%

Don't know 0%
2%

Can you describe any sports or other activities that you would like to do after school?

Open end response 0%
0%

At school, do you participate in any Aboriginal or First Peoples celebrations or activities?

At No Time 20%
38%

Few Times 60%
38%

Sometimes 10%
10%

Many Times 10%
4%

All of the Time 0%
4%

Don't know 0%
6%

Is school a place where you feel like you belong?

At No Time 0%
2%

Few Times 0%
8%

Sometimes 20%
24%

Many Times 30%
28%

All of the Time 40%
32%

Don't know 10%
6%

Do you see diverse sexual orientations and gender identities represented in your school or activities?
30%

Yes 20%

No 50%
31%

Don't know 20%
49%

At your school, how many adults do you feel care about you? (for example, teachers, counsellors, student
helpers)

None 0%
0%

1 adult 33%
8%

2 adults 0%
12%

3 adults 22%
22%

4 or more adults 44%
41%

Don't know 0%
16%

I would like to go to a different school.

At No Time 60%
62%

Few Times 20%
16%

Sometimes 10%
10%

Many Times 10%
4%

All of the Time 0%
6%

Don't know 0%
2%

What changes would you like to see happen in your school?

Open end response 0%
0%

Do adults in the school treat all students fairly?

At No Time 20%
10%

Few Times 10%
8%

Sometimes 20%
22%

Many Times 20%
27%

All of the Time 30%
31%

Don't know 0%
2%

Do you like school?

At No Time 0%
6%

Few Times 20%
12%

Sometimes 20%
22%

Many Times 60%
48%

All of the Time 0%
12%

Don't know 0%
0%

At school, are you able to get the information and advice that you need? (for example, from teachers or
counsellors)

0%



 HEALTH AND WELL BEING 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Arrow Heights has aligned its school focus to the district goals in recognizing the foundational 
importance of health and well being. Instruments such as the MDI and Learning Surveys help to 
paint a picture for us as to how our students are doing socially, emotionally and physically. Our 
school population is fortunate as we have an active, physical student group who has consistently 
reported the importance of physical activity in daily life. We also have a high population who 
reports the importance of healthy eating. As a school we are also active in our approach. This year 
we continue to have the BC Fruit and Veggie program along with Milk through the BC Dairy 
Foundation. In May we will pilot the Breakfast program two days per week, recognizing the 
importance of nourishing the body and mind in preparation for learning. 

However, what stands out in our school and in terms of our results, is certainly the emotional well 
being of our students. While a high percentage of students report feeling safe at AHE and a 
sense of belonging and love of school, a high enough percentage of students report, through the 
MDI, of possessing worries and anxieties. With the successful second year of PAUSE (Parents as 
Ultimate Supporters and Educators for Mental Health) in grade 5 and various programs such as 
Incredible, Flexible You through Learning Support, we continue to have the conversations as to 
what ways we can help and teach students to manage very normal anxieties and worries. With 
such an increased emphasis on the CORE competencies in the BC curriculum, we are seeing the 
effects of having students’ self assessments of their personal and social identities as they navigate 
their school aged years. This is certainly the beginning of this joint work with our students, and 
one for which we do not yet have all the answers. However, what is highly encouraging is that our 
students feel a level of comfort in sharing how they feel, and that together, we will continue to 
explore and navigate the social emotional aspect of learning.
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SECTION 4: SCHOOL LIFE

This year has seen a continuation of many great events 
and opportunities at AHE.  Our primary teachers 
worked together to implement self regulation stations 
focusing on the Zones of Regulation.  House teams 
were also revived giving students the opportunity to 
play in intramural sports and games.  AB ed continues 
to thrive at AHE with a high proportion of primary 
students attending each week, enriching their 
knowledge of our First Peoples and culture. We have 
also benefitted from the district’s commitment to 
various sports such as gymnastics, swimming, skiing 
and curling, emphasizing the importance of living a 
healthy lifestyle and giving all students the chance to try 
the many sports available to them in our community. For 
our intermediates, we also had house games, extra 
curricular sports such as badminton, basketball and 
volleyball. Student leadership offered to Gr 5-7 students 
also determined our CARES charities ( BC Children’s 
Hospital and Revelstoke Women’s Shelter) and ran several 
fundraisers to support these important causes. They were 
also responsible for running events such Spirit Week, 
Carnaval, dances, King and Queen of Hearts and theme 
days. Mrs. Thompson also directed an outstanding 
Christmas Production of “Annie”. The library took a more 
front and centre approach this year with very high 
participation rates in Battle of the Books and library 
quests. Through Learning Resource, we continue to offer 
the Spelling Bee and Math contests for students who 
want a different challenge.  Mindset Mondays was 
launched this year with a very positive response from 
students. This choice based opportunity allows students 
to dabble in the ADST and Fine Arts areas. Our Grade 
6/7  Music program continues to be strong under Mr. 
Redding’s direction and this year we offered Core French 
with Mme. Tedesco to all of our Grade 5’s, 6’s and 7’s. 
Our Grade 7’s kept busy putting on the Halloween 
Haunted House and the Spring Carnival to name a 
few; all events that led to an enriched school life. As 
always we continue to support full school important 
events like the Terry Fox Run and Jump Rope for 
Heart, emphasizing the importance of giving and 
CARING! 
Our year was a busy one and it’s not over yet! We try 
to create a school environment where everyone 
belongs and can find their passion!



 13

SECTION 4: SCHOOL LIFE CON’T. 

PARENTS AND OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

The AHE PAC continues to support our school in many positive ways. The group consists of 
a great cross section of parents who give of their time. This year the PAC put on or 
supported wonderful events such as hot lunches, Thanksgiving lunch, Christmas Craft Fair 
Hot soup day, Sports Day, and the Book Fair to name a few! 

We have worked together this year with many community partners to provide programs to 
students. CBAL is one organization that plays an important role in our school by supporting 
the PALS and POPS programs. CBAL’s continued support in these programs is seen as 
invaluable and integral to linking community to school and vice versa. 

Wildsight Programs and Beyond Recycling, headed by Janette Vickers also plays an 
important role to our school, providing excellent extension to all classes who wish to embark 
on the journey. This integration of environment and learning personifies learning in 
Revelstoke and provides the extension of learning that naturally takes place in our school. 

Other organizations such as Community Connections, the Revelstoke Public Library, the 
Revelstoke Museum, the Revelstoke Fire Dept. and the Revelstoke Dam continue to partner 
with us to provide programs and activities that support our student learning and give kids a 
real world perspective to life outside the classroom. We are so fortunate to be living in such 
a wonderful community that values education. 
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SECTION 5: AHE CARES 

The 2017-2018 school year at A.H.E. has been an 
excellent one and like in any part of learning, we 
have and will continue to face challenges. As we 
move along our learning journey in revised 
curriculum and an emphasis on the well being of 
our students and staff, we know that the only way 
that positive growth is achieved is by working 
together. The spirit of community is one that burns 
brightly at our school and we continue to look for 
ways to meet the needs of all of our students.  We 
are growing and have grown in so many ways, and 
we continue to foster the caring spirit that 
represents our school. It’s true… A.H.E. CARES.


